CIVILIZATION    AND    DISEASE

found living in round huts of the pre-Roman type. The chief city
was Taranto, the Greek Taras, the Roman Tarentum. The folk
dance that developed in Taranto was the tarantella and the spider
found in that region the tarantula. The disease was attributed to
the sting of the spider and was therefore called tarantismo. The
people suffering from it were tarantati, or they were called in a
more general way spezzati, schantati, minuzzati, rotti, or tramaz-
zati.1B The tarantula occurs all over Italy and in other countries
of southern Europe where it is considered a perfectly harmless
spider. Baglivi, therefore, points out that the tarantula is venomous
in Apulia only and nowhere else.19

The disease occurred at the height of the summer heat, in July
and August, and particularly during the dog days. People, asleep
or awake, would suddenly jump up, feeling an acute pain like the
sting of a bee. Some saw the spider, others did not, but they knew
that it must be the tarantula. They ran out of the house into the
street, to the market place dancing in great excitement. Soon they
were joined by others who like them had just been bitten, or by
people who had been stung in previous years, for the disease was
never quite cured. The poison remained in the body and was re-
activated every year by the heat of summer. People were known
to have relapsed every summer for thirty years.20 All ages were
affected; a boy of five and a man of ninety-four years had once
been bitten, but most tarantati were young people. The disease
attacked both sexes, but more women than men. Most patients
were "homines rustici similesque femelle," 21 peasant people, but
ladies and gentlemen, and even monks and nuns were not spared.
All races were attacked. Ferdinandus knew of an Albanian, a
gypsy girl and a negro who had been bitten and danced.22

Thus groups of patients would gather, dancing wildly in the
queerest attire. "Sometimes their fancy leads them to rich clothes,
curious vests and necklaces and suchlike ornaments , . . They
are most delighted with clothes of a gay color, for the most part
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